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because we want a better future for our children

 
“Most children play outside on the streets. Playgrounds 
for children do not exist in Roma neighbourhoods.
Since many Roma families speak Roma at home, the 
children have difficulties
school. 
 
School books are expensive. Teachers send children 
without school books in extra classes for retarded 
children. Many Roma children only participate in basic 
schooling, so that the level of education is not very high
 
We want a better future for our children
(Khetane Zajedno, Serbia)

In 2006 the Mother Center movement and 
the Roma movement joint forces to create 
Mother Centers in Roma communities
 
The objective of the pilot was to support the empowerment
women in Slovakia, Bulgaria, Albania and Serbia. The Roma movement 
has a predominantly male leadership. Mother Centers might activate 
the Roma women into participation and addressing the issues of their 
communities. We also wanted to test if the c
Mother Centers is of value to Roma communities and the Roma 
movement. We developed tools, materials and human capacity for the 
transfer replication and dissemination of the Mother Center approach.
 

Today most of these Roma Mother 
Centers are closed. 
are analysing now what happened, and 
how some of them can be revitalised
How to create a sustainable future 
for the Roma Mother Centers?
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“Most children play outside on the streets. Playgrounds 
for children do not exist in Roma neighbourhoods.
Since many Roma families speak Roma at home, the 

speaking the local language in 

School books are expensive. Teachers send children 
without school books in extra classes for retarded 
children. Many Roma children only participate in basic 
schooling, so that the level of education is not very high

We want a better future for our children.”  

he Mother Center movement and 
the Roma movement joint forces to create 
Mother Centers in Roma communities

The objective of the pilot was to support the empowerment of Roma 
women in Slovakia, Bulgaria, Albania and Serbia. The Roma movement 
has a predominantly male leadership. Mother Centers might activate 
the Roma women into participation and addressing the issues of their 
communities. We also wanted to test if the concept and practice of 
Mother Centers is of value to Roma communities and the Roma 
movement. We developed tools, materials and human capacity for the 
transfer replication and dissemination of the Mother Center approach.

Today most of these Roma Mother 
Integro and mine 

are analysing now what happened, and 
how some of them can be revitalised
How to create a sustainable future 
for the Roma Mother Centers?         
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Mother Centers discovering the strength of networking 
 
 

International Mother Center Conference in Slovakia 
 

Representatives from the Roma 
Mother Centers from Bulgaria and 
Slovakia participated in the 
International Conference “How do 
we want to raise our children?” in 
November 2006 in Bratislava. This 
conference brought together Mother 
Center activists from 20 co
It provided an opportunity for the 
Roma participants to experience the 
international scope of the Mother 
Center movement and to participate 
in detailed debates on parenting 
issues, advocacy issues, the role of 
Mother Centers in society and peer 
learning approaches. 
 
 

 

 
 

Mother Centers discovering the strength of networking 

International Mother Center Conference in Slovakia 

Representatives from the Roma 
Mother Centers from Bulgaria and 
Slovakia participated in the 
International Conference “How do 
we want to raise our children?” in 
November 2006 in Bratislava. This 
conference brought together Mother 
Center activists from 20 countries. 
It provided an opportunity for the 
Roma participants to experience the 
international scope of the Mother 
Center movement and to participate 
in detailed debates on parenting 
issues, advocacy issues, the role of 
Mother Centers in society and peer 
earning approaches.  
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Mother Centers discovering the strength of networking 

 
“It is necessary to create the network between the 
Roma Mother Centers from the beginning. When you 
have a model you can easily learn. You need an 
example to see what you can do. As mothers learning 
from each other is not bound to a nationality. It was 
very exciting to see the women from all the countries 
at the international conference. The African women and 
women in Latin America have similar problems, to feed 
and to bring up their children. To see that mothers 
take care of their children in all countries
power. This gave a push forward to us. We can learn 
from each other and we can support each other.” 
(Mother Center Sandanski, Bulgaria)
 
 

International Mother Center Conference in Slovakia 

Representatives from the Roma 
Mother Centers from Bulgaria and 
Slovakia participated in the 
International Conference “How do 
we want to raise our children?” in 
November 2006 in Bratislava. This 
conference brought together Mother 

untries.  
It provided an opportunity for the 
Roma participants to experience the 
international scope of the Mother 
Center movement and to participate 
in detailed debates on parenting 
issues, advocacy issues, the role of 
Mother Centers in society and peer 

The conference resulted in the compilation of a 
Platform of Action to which the Roma Mother Centers 
also contributed. 
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The conference resulted in the compilation of a 
Platform of Action to which the Roma Mother Centers 
also contributed.  
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Mother Centers discovering the strength of networking 

“It is necessary to create the network between the 
Roma Mother Centers from the beginning. When you 
have a model you can easily learn. You need an 
example to see what you can do. As mothers learning 
from each other is not bound to a nationality. It was 

y exciting to see the women from all the countries 
at the international conference. The African women and 
women in Latin America have similar problems, to feed 
and to bring up their children. To see that mothers 
take care of their children in all countries with a lot of 
power. This gave a push forward to us. We can learn 
from each other and we can support each other.” 
(Mother Center Sandanski, Bulgaria) 

International Mother Center Conference in Slovakia  

The conference resulted in the compilation of a 
Platform of Action to which the Roma Mother Centers 
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Mother Center „Swallow“ in Tirana, Albania
 

“Mother Centers are a place for 
women to meet and support 
each other. It should also be a 
place for activities for women 
so they will better know their 
community and can become 
active in their community.”
 

“I am unemployed and at 
home all day, feeling lonely. 
The Mother Center gives me a 
place where I can always 
somebody I can talk to.”

This is how the individual women 
express their motivation:
 “I have fulfilled my dream about 
opening a Mother Center. It is what 
we need in our community”.
  “I am very satisfied that the 
women  come to the Mother Center. 
In the beginning I had some doubts, 
but now I am very optimistic.”
 

Today the Mother Center is not active anymore. 
they could not pay for the rent
was financial, because they had to pay rent for the place. Otherwise the activities and other things 
went very well. The NGO Roma Active Albania
pilot. Still they continued one year more themselves and then they closed.
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“Mother Centers are a place for 
women to meet and support 
each other. It should also be a 
place for activities for women 
so they will better know their 
community and can become 
active in their community.”

“I am unemployed and at 
home all day, feeling lonely. 
The Mother Center gives me a 
place where I can always 
somebody I can talk to.” 

This is how the individual women 
express their motivation: 

“I have fulfilled my dream about 
opening a Mother Center. It is what 
we need in our community”. 

“I am very satisfied that the 
women  come to the Mother Center. 

the beginning I had some doubts, 
but now I am very optimistic.” 

Today the Mother Center is not active anymore. 
not pay for the rent. Some of the women emigrated abroad. The only reason for stopping 

was financial, because they had to pay rent for the place. Otherwise the activities and other things 
ry well. The NGO Roma Active Albania

they continued one year more themselves and then they closed.
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Mother Center „Swallow“ in Tirana, Albania
“Mother Centers are a place for 
women to meet and support 
each other. It should also be a 
place for activities for women 
so they will better know their 
community and can become 
active in their community.” 

“I am unemployed and at 
home all day, feeling lonely. 
The Mother Center gives me a 
place where I can always find 

 
 

This is how the individual women 

“I have fulfilled my dream about 
opening a Mother Center. It is what 

“I am very satisfied that the 
women  come to the Mother Center. 

the beginning I had some doubts, 
 

The active group in the Mother Center “Swallow" 
consists of 10 active women, and about as many 
regular visitors. The group is a mixture of older and 
younger women (age 29 to 50), some are emp
others are unemployed or at home with their children.
 
About 15 children visit the Mother Center regularly, 
some whose mothers do not participate in the center. 
The women are Roma, non Roma and Egyptians. It 
was the decision of the women to have a

 “I like to talk to the other women in the Mother 
Center. I have 7 children, I can pass on a lot of 
experience. My role in the Mother Center is to be a 
host and welcome new women to the center.”

 “I am unemployed and have a lot of stress at home. I 
have 5 children. The Mother Center is a relief for me. 
I take care of the coffee in the center.”

 “I am unemployed. I have two sons. It helps me to be 
with the other women”.

 “I am already older, it is goo
other women and to help with the younger women.”

 “My role in the Mother Center is to take care of the 
children. I have a lot of patience with children. It is 
something I like to do.”

Today the Mother Center is not active anymore. The women involved, adopted the concept well, but 
. Some of the women emigrated abroad. The only reason for stopping 

was financial, because they had to pay rent for the place. Otherwise the activities and other things 
ry well. The NGO Roma Active Albania could not 

they continued one year more themselves and then they closed.
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Mother Center „Swallow“ in Tirana, Albania

The active group in the Mother Center “Swallow" 
consists of 10 active women, and about as many 
regular visitors. The group is a mixture of older and 
younger women (age 29 to 50), some are emp
others are unemployed or at home with their children.

About 15 children visit the Mother Center regularly, 
some whose mothers do not participate in the center. 
The women are Roma, non Roma and Egyptians. It 

as the decision of the women to have a

“I like to talk to the other women in the Mother 
Center. I have 7 children, I can pass on a lot of 
experience. My role in the Mother Center is to be a 
host and welcome new women to the center.”
“I am unemployed and have a lot of stress at home. I 
have 5 children. The Mother Center is a relief for me. 
I take care of the coffee in the center.”
“I am unemployed. I have two sons. It helps me to be 
with the other women”. 
“I am already older, it is good to spend time with the 
other women and to help with the younger women.”
“My role in the Mother Center is to take care of the 
children. I have a lot of patience with children. It is 
something I like to do.” 

The women involved, adopted the concept well, but 
. Some of the women emigrated abroad. The only reason for stopping 

was financial, because they had to pay rent for the place. Otherwise the activities and other things 
could not provide financial support

they continued one year more themselves and then they closed. 
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Mother Center „Swallow“ in Tirana, Albania 

The active group in the Mother Center “Swallow" 
consists of 10 active women, and about as many 
regular visitors. The group is a mixture of older and 
younger women (age 29 to 50), some are employed, 
others are unemployed or at home with their children.

About 15 children visit the Mother Center regularly, 
some whose mothers do not participate in the center. 
The women are Roma, non Roma and Egyptians. It 

as the decision of the women to have a mixed group

“I like to talk to the other women in the Mother 
Center. I have 7 children, I can pass on a lot of 
experience. My role in the Mother Center is to be a 
host and welcome new women to the center.” 
“I am unemployed and have a lot of stress at home. I 
have 5 children. The Mother Center is a relief for me. 
I take care of the coffee in the center.” 
“I am unemployed. I have two sons. It helps me to be 

d to spend time with the 
other women and to help with the younger women.”
“My role in the Mother Center is to take care of the 
children. I have a lot of patience with children. It is 

The women involved, adopted the concept well, but 
. Some of the women emigrated abroad. The only reason for stopping 

was financial, because they had to pay rent for the place. Otherwise the activities and other things 
support very long after the 
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Mother Center “Car
 

 

This is how the individual women 
express their motivation for 
participating in the Mother Center:
 “In the Mother Center we 

have an opportunity to 
meet, to discuss what is 
going on and to exchange 
our ideas

 

 
 
 

 

TODAY, 
 

Mother Center “Car

This is how the individual women 
express their motivation for 
participating in the Mother Center:

“In the Mother Center we 
have an opportunity to 
meet, to discuss what is 
going on and to exchange 
our ideas and views.”

TODAY, the Mother Center 
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Mother Center “Carmen” in Razgrad

“In the Mother Centers we develop our 
own culture and show and share our own 
culture with pride to the general 
community. It would be nice to have a 
big window, where people can look in, 
where also the Non Roma can see what 
we have achieved. And we can wel
them in to join us.” 

This is how the individual women 
express their motivation for 
participating in the Mother Center: 

“In the Mother Center we 
have an opportunity to 
meet, to discuss what is 
going on and to exchange 

and views.” 
 

 “The center is a place where we can 
gather information about the 
community and see what is needed. 
We can evaluate the situation and 
develop solutions and bring them in 
front of decision makers.”

 “We would like to become a partner 
for projects done for instance by 
schools, or the municipality, or even 
the European Union.”

 
 

the Mother Center still exists, but functions at a very low level
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” in Razgrad, Bulgaria

“In the Mother Centers we develop our 
own culture and show and share our own 
culture with pride to the general 
community. It would be nice to have a 
big window, where people can look in, 
where also the Non Roma can see what 
we have achieved. And we can wel
them in to join us.” (Mother Center Razgrad

“The center is a place where we can 
gather information about the 
community and see what is needed. 
We can evaluate the situation and 
develop solutions and bring them in 
front of decision makers.”
“We would like to become a partner 

projects done for instance by 
schools, or the municipality, or even 
the European Union.”

still exists, but functions at a very low level
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“In the Mother Centers we develop our 
own culture and show and share our own 
culture with pride to the general 
community. It would be nice to have a 
big window, where people can look in, 
where also the Non Roma can see what 
we have achieved. And we can welcome 

(Mother Center Razgrad

“The center is a place where we can 
gather information about the 
community and see what is needed. 
We can evaluate the situation and 
develop solutions and bring them in 
front of decision makers.” 
“We would like to become a partner 

projects done for instance by 
schools, or the municipality, or even 
the European Union.” 

still exists, but functions at a very low level
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“In the Mother Centers we develop our 
own culture and show and share our own 

community. It would be nice to have a 
big window, where people can look in, 
where also the Non Roma can see what 

come 
(Mother Center Razgrad) 

“The center is a place where we can 
gather information about the 
community and see what is needed. 
We can evaluate the situation and 
develop solutions and bring them in 

“We would like to become a partner 
projects done for instance by 

schools, or the municipality, or even 

still exists, but functions at a very low level 



Mother Center “Hope for Provadia” in Provadia
 

 

 
The group consists of 10 women with small and older children. This is 
how they express their motivation to participate in the Mother Center:
 “We need to encourage our children to go to school and to support 

them in developing skills.”
 “We want to support moth

They also need education and training in different skills.”
 “It is important to show the women how important education is and 

how they can be more responsible parents.”
 
 

 
 

TODAY, 10 years later, 
 

The group could
atmosphere and were good to 
socialise with children. They 
organised visits to mosque and 
church to show importance of values. 
Integro has worked a lot with the 
group from 2006 till 2010. It was 
disappointing that the center fell 
apart anyhow. 
 
 

Leader of the group w
abroad and afterwards it fell apart. The women had expectations to 
find a job. They were not very interested, their level was too low. 
 

Skills beyond literacy are needed to start and run a Mother Center
 

Training and coaching of the groups is needed, 
and to support the group in implementing it. 
 

Mother Center “Hope for Provadia” in Provadia

group consists of 10 women with small and older children. This is 
how they express their motivation to participate in the Mother Center:

“We need to encourage our children to go to school and to support 
them in developing skills.”
“We want to support moth
They also need education and training in different skills.”
“It is important to show the women how important education is and 
how they can be more responsible parents.”

TODAY, 10 years later, 

group could create a nice 
atmosphere and were good to 
socialise with children. They 
organised visits to mosque and 
church to show importance of values. 
Integro has worked a lot with the 
group from 2006 till 2010. It was 
disappointing that the center fell 
apart anyhow.  

Leader of the group w
abroad and afterwards it fell apart. The women had expectations to 
find a job. They were not very interested, their level was too low. 

Skills beyond literacy are needed to start and run a Mother Center

Training and coaching of the groups is needed, 
and to support the group in implementing it. 
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Mother Center “Hope for Provadia” in Provadia
 

The Mother Center “Hope for 
consists of a one room former garage. 
 

The group decided to start in these 
premises so that they could get the 
initiative going rather than be blocked 
and discouraged by the negative attitude 
of the municipality and the local 
authorities

group consists of 10 women with small and older children. This is 
how they express their motivation to participate in the Mother Center:

“We need to encourage our children to go to school and to support 
them in developing skills.” 
“We want to support mothers in building up their self
They also need education and training in different skills.”
“It is important to show the women how important education is and 
how they can be more responsible parents.”

TODAY, 10 years later, Mother Center 

create a nice 
atmosphere and were good to 
socialise with children. They 
organised visits to mosque and 
church to show importance of values. 
Integro has worked a lot with the 
group from 2006 till 2010. It was 
disappointing that the center fell 

Leader of the group was Zena, a university student. 
abroad and afterwards it fell apart. The women had expectations to 
find a job. They were not very interested, their level was too low. 

Skills beyond literacy are needed to start and run a Mother Center

Training and coaching of the groups is needed, 
and to support the group in implementing it. 
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Mother Center “Hope for Provadia” in Provadia

The Mother Center “Hope for 
consists of a one room former garage. 

The group decided to start in these 
premises so that they could get the 
initiative going rather than be blocked 
and discouraged by the negative attitude 
of the municipality and the local 
authorities.  

group consists of 10 women with small and older children. This is 
how they express their motivation to participate in the Mother Center:

“We need to encourage our children to go to school and to support 

ers in building up their self
They also need education and training in different skills.”
“It is important to show the women how important education is and 
how they can be more responsible parents.” 

Mother Center “Hope for Provadia”

church to show importance of values. 

as Zena, a university student. 
abroad and afterwards it fell apart. The women had expectations to 
find a job. They were not very interested, their level was too low. 

Skills beyond literacy are needed to start and run a Mother Center

Training and coaching of the groups is needed, to teach the concept 
and to support the group in implementing it. This was also the case in Germany
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Mother Center “Hope for Provadia” in Provadia 

The Mother Center “Hope for Provadia” 
consists of a one room former garage. 

The group decided to start in these 
premises so that they could get the 
initiative going rather than be blocked 
and discouraged by the negative attitude 
of the municipality and the local 

group consists of 10 women with small and older children. This is 
how they express their motivation to participate in the Mother Center:

“We need to encourage our children to go to school and to support 

ers in building up their self-confidence. 
They also need education and training in different skills.” 
“It is important to show the women how important education is and 

“Hope for Provadia” is closed

as Zena, a university student. She migrated 
abroad and afterwards it fell apart. The women had expectations to 
find a job. They were not very interested, their level was too low.  

Skills beyond literacy are needed to start and run a Mother Center

to teach the concept 
This was also the case in Germany 
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how they express their motivation to participate in the Mother Center: 
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“It is important to show the women how important education is and 

is closed 

She migrated 
abroad and afterwards it fell apart. The women had expectations to 

Skills beyond literacy are needed to start and run a Mother Center 

to teach the concept 



Mother Center “Mother’s Love” in 
 

 

The group consists of a core of 
3 active women and about 15 
visitors with their children, 
many of whom are very young
This is how participants 
their motivation:
  “We want to be a part of 

society, we need to start to 
get active for that.”

 “The Mother Center can help 
with problems in the family”

 “Our young mothers and our 
children need support and 
education.”
 

 

TODAY, 10 years later, 
 

* Emigration 
“Mother’s Love”
Rukie still comes and visit, but is lost for the center, she emigrated. 
is the trend. In 2005, 2006 people first started to do 
2009 it changed. They keep their house in Bulgaria and invest in it to return after retirement, but 
they take the children. 

Mother Center “Mother’s Love” in 

The group consists of a core of 
3 active women and about 15 
visitors with their children, 
many of whom are very young
This is how participants express 
their motivation: 

“We want to be a part of 
society, we need to start to 
get active for that.” 
“The Mother Center can help 
with problems in the family”
“Our young mothers and our 
children need support and 
education.” 

Motivation of Roma 
“Many women see the need and are also willing to 
change the situation of Roma communities, but 
they need help and support to work on their ideas, 
to develop hope and confidence that it is possible 
to improve their situation. 
gives an immediate experience of a better life and 
therefore the motivation to change things and not 
to resign.”
 

TODAY, 10 years later, 

Emigration is the largest problem
“Mother’s Love” went to Cyprus. It was a very good Mother Center. 

still comes and visit, but is lost for the center, she emigrated. 
is the trend. In 2005, 2006 people first started to do 
2009 it changed. They keep their house in Bulgaria and invest in it to return after retirement, but 
they take the children.  
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Mother Center “Mother’s Love” in 

Process: 
was initiated by a Roma woman who 
works in the municipality. This made 
contacts and relationship to the local 
authorities very positive from the start. 
The mayor and the media played an im
portant role in
It targets very young mothers 
supported

The group consists of a core of 
3 active women and about 15 
visitors with their children, 
many of whom are very young. 

express 

“We want to be a part of 
society, we need to start to 

“The Mother Center can help 
with problems in the family” 
“Our young mothers and our 
children need support and 

 

Motivation of Roma 
“Many women see the need and are also willing to 
change the situation of Roma communities, but 
they need help and support to work on their ideas, 
to develop hope and confidence that it is possible 
to improve their situation. 
gives an immediate experience of a better life and 
therefore the motivation to change things and not 
to resign.” (MC “Mother’s Love”, Simitli, Bulgaria)

TODAY, 10 years later, Mother Center “Mother's Love” is closed

is the largest problem
went to Cyprus. It was a very good Mother Center. 

still comes and visit, but is lost for the center, she emigrated. 
is the trend. In 2005, 2006 people first started to do labor
2009 it changed. They keep their house in Bulgaria and invest in it to return after retirement, but 
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Mother Center “Mother’s Love” in Simitli 

Process: The Center “Mother’s Love” 
was initiated by a Roma woman who 
works in the municipality. This made 
contacts and relationship to the local 
authorities very positive from the start. 
The mayor and the media played an im

tant role in the opening of the center. 
targets very young mothers 

ed with courses and information.

Motivation of Roma Communities for Mother Centers
“Many women see the need and are also willing to 
change the situation of Roma communities, but 
they need help and support to work on their ideas, 
to develop hope and confidence that it is possible 
to improve their situation. Having a Mother Center 
gives an immediate experience of a better life and 
therefore the motivation to change things and not 

(MC “Mother’s Love”, Simitli, Bulgaria)

Mother Center “Mother's Love” is closed

is the largest problem. Rukie, the driving force of
went to Cyprus. It was a very good Mother Center. 

still comes and visit, but is lost for the center, she emigrated. 
labor emigration and left the children here. From 

2009 it changed. They keep their house in Bulgaria and invest in it to return after retirement, but 
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The Center “Mother’s Love” 
was initiated by a Roma woman who 
works in the municipality. This made 
contacts and relationship to the local 
authorities very positive from the start. 
The mayor and the media played an im

the opening of the center. 
targets very young mothers They are

with courses and information.

Communities for Mother Centers
“Many women see the need and are also willing to 
change the situation of Roma communities, but 
they need help and support to work on their ideas, 
to develop hope and confidence that it is possible 

Having a Mother Center 
gives an immediate experience of a better life and 
therefore the motivation to change things and not 

(MC “Mother’s Love”, Simitli, Bulgaria)

Mother Center “Mother's Love” is closed

, the driving force of
went to Cyprus. It was a very good Mother Center. 

still comes and visit, but is lost for the center, she emigrated. 
emigration and left the children here. From 

2009 it changed. They keep their house in Bulgaria and invest in it to return after retirement, but 
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The Center “Mother’s Love” 
was initiated by a Roma woman who 
works in the municipality. This made 
contacts and relationship to the local 
authorities very positive from the start. 
The mayor and the media played an im-

the opening of the center. 
They are 

with courses and information. 

Communities for Mother Centers 
“Many women see the need and are also willing to 
change the situation of Roma communities, but 
they need help and support to work on their ideas, 
to develop hope and confidence that it is possible 

Having a Mother Center 
gives an immediate experience of a better life and 
therefore the motivation to change things and not 

(MC “Mother’s Love”, Simitli, Bulgaria) 

Mother Center “Mother's Love” is closed 

, the driving force of 
went to Cyprus. It was a very good Mother Center. 

still comes and visit, but is lost for the center, she emigrated. That 
emigration and left the children here. From 

2009 it changed. They keep their house in Bulgaria and invest in it to return after retirement, but 



Mother Center “Open Heart for Beocin”, Serbia
 

Quotes that 
main motivations that led to the 
creation of Roma Mother Centers:
“It is a wish to have a place to 
meet, where there is less control 
from the family, where mothers can 
relax and do activities for 
themselves, where they can gain 
confidence and become more 
active, to spend time in a more 
effective and purposeful way, to 
learn skills for themselves, like 
computer trainings, further 
education. Mothers are often alone 
with their problems”

Claiming space is a critical organising strategy among women’s groups throughout the 
world. Access and control over public space is a key asset to grassroots empowerment. 
Women-controlled spaces help women organize around their practical needs, access 
resources, participate in governance and gain and maintain institutional recognition. 
 

Income generating activities and membership fees cannot guarantee the 
rent on a long term basis. Both the pilot and the experience of Mother 
Centers in other countries 
rooms to grassroots initiatives by the public sector due to increasing 
privatisation of public space, other stakeholders in society have an 
important role to play in maintaining this basic requirement of democr
and an alternative strategy becomes a basic requirement for the 
development of civil society.
 

Mother Center “Open Heart for Beocin”, Serbia

that give an overview of the 
main motivations that led to the 
creation of Roma Mother Centers:
“It is a wish to have a place to 
meet, where there is less control 
from the family, where mothers can 
relax and do activities for 
themselves, where they can gain 
confidence and become more 
active, to spend time in a more 
effective and purposeful way, to 
learn skills for themselves, like 
computer trainings, further 
education. Mothers are often alone 
with their problems”  

Claiming space is a critical organising strategy among women’s groups throughout the 
world. Access and control over public space is a key asset to grassroots empowerment. 

controlled spaces help women organize around their practical needs, access 
urces, participate in governance and gain and maintain institutional recognition. 

Income generating activities and membership fees cannot guarantee the 
rent on a long term basis. Both the pilot and the experience of Mother 
Centers in other countries show this. In the absence of the provision of 
rooms to grassroots initiatives by the public sector due to increasing 
privatisation of public space, other stakeholders in society have an 
important role to play in maintaining this basic requirement of democr
and an alternative strategy becomes a basic requirement for the 
development of civil society. 
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Mother Center “Open Heart for Beocin”, Serbia

give an overview of the 
main motivations that led to the 
creation of Roma Mother Centers: 
“It is a wish to have a place to 
meet, where there is less control 
from the family, where mothers can 
relax and do activities for 
themselves, where they can gain 
confidence and become more 
active, to spend time in a more 
effective and purposeful way, to 
learn skills for themselves, like 
computer trainings, further 
education. Mothers are often alone 

“I had a feeling that a non ending 
stream of young women were entering 
the room and that they had hundreds of 
questions for me. The atmosphere was 
great!” (Bosnian mine trainer) 
“The stories of the trainer from Bosnia 
were convincing, because the situation 
there is very similar to our own.”
(Mother Center Beocin, Serbia)

 
The local authorities did not provide space
Center closed a while after the pilot
to the lack of resources for rent. 
space suitable for the Center could have 
been acquired for 
equivalent of five years rent. Accessing space is a 
requirement to gain independence from donor 
support in places where local governments are 
unwilling or unable to provide space for initiatives. 
.  

Claiming space is a critical organising strategy among women’s groups throughout the 
world. Access and control over public space is a key asset to grassroots empowerment. 

controlled spaces help women organize around their practical needs, access 
urces, participate in governance and gain and maintain institutional recognition. 

Income generating activities and membership fees cannot guarantee the 
rent on a long term basis. Both the pilot and the experience of Mother 

show this. In the absence of the provision of 
rooms to grassroots initiatives by the public sector due to increasing 
privatisation of public space, other stakeholders in society have an 
important role to play in maintaining this basic requirement of democr
and an alternative strategy becomes a basic requirement for the 
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Mother Center “Open Heart for Beocin”, Serbia
“I had a feeling that a non ending 
stream of young women were entering 
the room and that they had hundreds of 
questions for me. The atmosphere was 
great!” (Bosnian mine trainer) 
“The stories of the trainer from Bosnia 
were convincing, because the situation 
there is very similar to our own.”
(Mother Center Beocin, Serbia)

he local authorities did not provide space
Center closed a while after the pilot
to the lack of resources for rent. 
space suitable for the Center could have 
been acquired for less than
equivalent of five years rent. Accessing space is a 
requirement to gain independence from donor 
support in places where local governments are 
unwilling or unable to provide space for initiatives. 

Claiming space is a critical organising strategy among women’s groups throughout the 
world. Access and control over public space is a key asset to grassroots empowerment. 

controlled spaces help women organize around their practical needs, access 
urces, participate in governance and gain and maintain institutional recognition. 

Income generating activities and membership fees cannot guarantee the 
rent on a long term basis. Both the pilot and the experience of Mother 

show this. In the absence of the provision of 
rooms to grassroots initiatives by the public sector due to increasing 
privatisation of public space, other stakeholders in society have an 
important role to play in maintaining this basic requirement of democr
and an alternative strategy becomes a basic requirement for the 
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Mother Center “Open Heart for Beocin”, Serbia 
“I had a feeling that a non ending 
stream of young women were entering 
the room and that they had hundreds of 
questions for me. The atmosphere was 
great!” (Bosnian mine trainer)  
“The stories of the trainer from Bosnia 
were convincing, because the situation 
there is very similar to our own.”
(Mother Center Beocin, Serbia) 

he local authorities did not provide space and 
Center closed a while after the pilot, due 
to the lack of resources for rent. Ironical is that 
space suitable for the Center could have 

less than €6000, the 
equivalent of five years rent. Accessing space is a 
requirement to gain independence from donor 
support in places where local governments are 
unwilling or unable to provide space for initiatives. 

Claiming space is a critical organising strategy among women’s groups throughout the 
world. Access and control over public space is a key asset to grassroots empowerment. 

controlled spaces help women organize around their practical needs, access 
urces, participate in governance and gain and maintain institutional recognition. 

Income generating activities and membership fees cannot guarantee the 
rent on a long term basis. Both the pilot and the experience of Mother 

show this. In the absence of the provision of 
rooms to grassroots initiatives by the public sector due to increasing 
privatisation of public space, other stakeholders in society have an 
important role to play in maintaining this basic requirement of democracy 
and an alternative strategy becomes a basic requirement for the 
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“I had a feeling that a non ending 
stream of young women were entering 
the room and that they had hundreds of 
questions for me. The atmosphere was 

“The stories of the trainer from Bosnia 
were convincing, because the situation 
there is very similar to our own.” 

and the 
, due 

Ironical is that 
space suitable for the Center could have 

, the 
equivalent of five years rent. Accessing space is a 
requirement to gain independence from donor 
support in places where local governments are 
unwilling or unable to provide space for initiatives.  

Claiming space is a critical organising strategy among women’s groups throughout the 
world. Access and control over public space is a key asset to grassroots empowerment. 

controlled spaces help women organize around their practical needs, access 
urces, participate in governance and gain and maintain institutional recognition. 



Mother Center “Matko” in Detva, Slovakia

Mother Center Matko has an active 
group of 10 women, mostly young 
mothers in their teens or twenties 
with their ch
individual women express their 
motivation
  “I am often nervous at home 

because there are so many 
demands on me at the same 
time. In the Mother Center
more relaxed. There, I have 
learned to play with my child, 
something I never really took the 
time to do before.”

 “I love our Roma dances. I want 
to teach them to my children.”

 “We want a better future for our children,
that is why 

 
 

Mother Center Initiative Banska Stiavnica
 

 

Lessons Learned
for me. I changed my opinion on the Roma problem. I never worked 
with Roma before, in our city the situation is very segrega
Working together did not saw differences between our girls 
from our Mother Centers and the Roma girls. There was no 
communication barrier.
more together. A b
through our meetings and working together.”
 

Mother Center “Matko” in Detva, Slovakia

Mother Center Matko has an active 
group of 10 women, mostly young 
mothers in their teens or twenties 
with their children. This is how 
individual women express their 
motivation for participating: 

“I am often nervous at home 
because there are so many 
demands on me at the same 
time. In the Mother Center
more relaxed. There, I have 
learned to play with my child, 
something I never really took the 
time to do before.” 
“I love our Roma dances. I want 
to teach them to my children.”

“We want a better future for our children,
that is why we come to 

Mother Center Initiative Banska Stiavnica

Lessons Learned: “It was a surprise, it was something revolutionary 
for me. I changed my opinion on the Roma problem. I never worked 

Roma before, in our city the situation is very segrega
Working together did not saw differences between our girls 
from our Mother Centers and the Roma girls. There was no 
communication barrier.
more together. A better understanding of each other is evolving 
through our meetings and working together.”
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Mother Center “Matko” in Detva, Slovakia

Mother Center Matko has an active 
group of 10 women, mostly young 
mothers in their teens or twenties 

This is how the 
individual women express their 

 
“I am often nervous at home 

because there are so many 
demands on me at the same 
time. In the Mother Center it is 
more relaxed. There, I have 
learned to play with my child, 
something I never really took the 

“I love our Roma dances. I want 
to teach them to my children.” 

 

“When working with children we found 
that not only children need to learn, but 
also parents need to learn some skills 
and how to take more responsibility for 
children. The Mother Center is a perfect 
place for this to happen.” 
(Mother Center

 

“We want a better future for our children,
we come to 

Mother Center Initiative Banska Stiavnica
Process: 
The group in Banska Stiavnica heard about the 
Mother Center idea from Klub Spolu Detva
attended the start up training that presented the 
core concept and methodology of the Mother 
Center approach.

“It was a surprise, it was something revolutionary 
for me. I changed my opinion on the Roma problem. I never worked 

Roma before, in our city the situation is very segrega
Working together did not saw differences between our girls 
from our Mother Centers and the Roma girls. There was no 
communication barrier. And for me it was a stimulation to work 

etter understanding of each other is evolving 
through our meetings and working together.”
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Mother Center “Matko” in Detva, Slovakia

“When working with children we found 
that not only children need to learn, but 
also parents need to learn some skills 
and how to take more responsibility for 
children. The Mother Center is a perfect 
place for this to happen.” 
(Mother Center Matko, Detva 

“We want a better future for our children,
we come to the Mother 

Mother Center Initiative Banska Stiavnica
 

The group in Banska Stiavnica heard about the 
Mother Center idea from Klub Spolu Detva
attended the start up training that presented the 
core concept and methodology of the Mother 
Center approach. 

“It was a surprise, it was something revolutionary 
for me. I changed my opinion on the Roma problem. I never worked 

Roma before, in our city the situation is very segrega
Working together did not saw differences between our girls 
from our Mother Centers and the Roma girls. There was no 

And for me it was a stimulation to work 
etter understanding of each other is evolving 

through our meetings and working together.” (Slovak 
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Mother Center “Matko” in Detva, Slovakia 

“When working with children we found 
that not only children need to learn, but 
also parents need to learn some skills 
and how to take more responsibility for 
children. The Mother Center is a perfect 
place for this to happen.”  

Matko, Detva Slovakia

“We want a better future for our children,
the Mother Center.” 

Mother Center Initiative Banska Stiavnica 

The group in Banska Stiavnica heard about the 
Mother Center idea from Klub Spolu Detva 
attended the start up training that presented the 
core concept and methodology of the Mother 

“It was a surprise, it was something revolutionary 
for me. I changed my opinion on the Roma problem. I never worked 

Roma before, in our city the situation is very segregated. 
Working together did not saw differences between our girls 
from our Mother Centers and the Roma girls. There was no 

And for me it was a stimulation to work 
etter understanding of each other is evolving 

(Slovak mine trainer) 
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“When working with children we found 
that not only children need to learn, but 
also parents need to learn some skills 
and how to take more responsibility for 
children. The Mother Center is a perfect 

Slovakia) 

“We want a better future for our children, 
Center.” 

The group in Banska Stiavnica heard about the 
 and 

attended the start up training that presented the 
core concept and methodology of the Mother 

“It was a surprise, it was something revolutionary 
for me. I changed my opinion on the Roma problem. I never worked 

ted. 
Working together did not saw differences between our girls 
from our Mother Centers and the Roma girls. There was no 

And for me it was a stimulation to work 
etter understanding of each other is evolving 

 



Mother Center “Little Flame” in Kremnica , Slovakia

 

 “The Mother Center is a good 
place for both the mother and 
the child to relax and feel 
safe.” 
 

 Young mothers need support. 
Mother Centers are a place 
where they can find it.”
 

 The Mother Center
place for both Roma and non 
Roma women.
It is a place for everyone.

 “Education is important for Roma women, because young mothers have 
mostly only basic school. So when they finished maternity leave they have a 
very low chance to find job. In the Mother Center they can find support to 
get education both for their children 

 

Before & after the group renovated the rooms for Little flame Mother Center
 

Mother Center “Little Flame” has not managed to secure funding to continue

 

other Center “Little Flame” in Kremnica , Slovakia

“The Mother Center is a good 
place for both the mother and 
the child to relax and feel 

Young mothers need support. 
Mother Centers are a place 
where they can find it.”

The Mother Center could be 
place for both Roma and non 
Roma women.   
It is a place for everyone.

“Education is important for Roma women, because young mothers have 
mostly only basic school. So when they finished maternity leave they have a 
very low chance to find job. In the Mother Center they can find support to 
get education both for their children 

after the group renovated the rooms for Little flame Mother Center

Mother Center “Little Flame” has not managed to secure funding to continue
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other Center “Little Flame” in Kremnica , Slovakia
 
The initiators of “Little Flame” in Kremnica
are a core group of 6 active Roma women. 
Two have a professional education in social 
work and a long experience of working with 
Roma communities. This is how individual 
women express their motivation:

 "In a Mother Center a mother can be 
a mother and an ac
same time and in the same space

“The Mother Center is a good 
place for both the mother and 
the child to relax and feel 

Young mothers need support. 
Mother Centers are a place 
where they can find it.” 

could be 
place for both Roma and non 

It is a place for everyone.”  
 

“Education is important for Roma women, because young mothers have 
mostly only basic school. So when they finished maternity leave they have a 
very low chance to find job. In the Mother Center they can find support to 
get education both for their children and for themselves”.

after the group renovated the rooms for Little flame Mother Center

Mother Center “Little Flame” has not managed to secure funding to continue
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other Center “Little Flame” in Kremnica , Slovakia

The initiators of “Little Flame” in Kremnica
are a core group of 6 active Roma women. 
Two have a professional education in social 
work and a long experience of working with 
Roma communities. This is how individual 
women express their motivation:
In a Mother Center a mother can be 

a mother and an active person at the 
same time and in the same space

“Education is important for Roma women, because young mothers have 
mostly only basic school. So when they finished maternity leave they have a 
very low chance to find job. In the Mother Center they can find support to 

and for themselves”.

after the group renovated the rooms for Little flame Mother Center

Mother Center “Little Flame” has not managed to secure funding to continue
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other Center “Little Flame” in Kremnica , Slovakia

The initiators of “Little Flame” in Kremnica
are a core group of 6 active Roma women. 
Two have a professional education in social 
work and a long experience of working with 
Roma communities. This is how individual 
women express their motivation: 
In a Mother Center a mother can be 

tive person at the 
same time and in the same space

“Education is important for Roma women, because young mothers have 
mostly only basic school. So when they finished maternity leave they have a 
very low chance to find job. In the Mother Center they can find support to 

and for themselves”. 

after the group renovated the rooms for Little flame Mother Center 

Mother Center “Little Flame” has not managed to secure funding to continue
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other Center “Little Flame” in Kremnica , Slovakia 

The initiators of “Little Flame” in Kremnica 
are a core group of 6 active Roma women. 
Two have a professional education in social 
work and a long experience of working with 
Roma communities. This is how individual 

In a Mother Center a mother can be 
tive person at the 

same time and in the same space"  . 

“Education is important for Roma women, because young mothers have 
mostly only basic school. So when they finished maternity leave they have a 
very low chance to find job. In the Mother Center they can find support to 

Mother Center “Little Flame” has not managed to secure funding to continue 



"Good Mother
This is how the 
express their motivation:
 “There are many issues in the 

Roma community that need to 
be solved. Children are dropping
out of school, many women 
marry at a very early age. 
These kinds of things can be 
addressed in the Mother Center.”

 “Our motivation is expressed in 
our name, we feel that if 
mothers are supported and feel 
good, then also the children will 
grow up in a good way. So it is 
important to work with the 
mothers and the children.”
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
In the Ghetto there are 
practices that are bad, one 
of which is the early 
marriages: the girls leave 
school very young
to get married.

"Good Mother–Good Children” in Sandanski
This is how the participants 
express their motivation: 

“There are many issues in the 
Roma community that need to 
be solved. Children are dropping
out of school, many women 
marry at a very early age. 
These kinds of things can be 
addressed in the Mother Center.”

motivation is expressed in 
our name, we feel that if 
mothers are supported and feel 
good, then also the children will 
grow up in a good way. So it is 
important to work with the 
mothers and the children.”

In the Ghetto there are 
practices that are bad, one 
of which is the early 
marriages: the girls leave 

very young, in order 
get married. 
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Good Children” in Sandanski
participants 

“There are many issues in the 
Roma community that need to 
be solved. Children are dropping
out of school, many women 
marry at a very early age. 
These kinds of things can be 
addressed in the Mother Center.” 

motivation is expressed in 
our name, we feel that if 
mothers are supported and feel 
good, then also the children will 
grow up in a good way. So it is 
important to work with the 
mothers and the children.” 

 

Tony present
The Roma quarters here in Sandanski 
have two parts, one where there is a mix 
with non
There is another part with just Roma 
that is really a slum, a ghetto. 
It is a hopeless place without a future. 
 

Every time I come there I need time to 
recuperate it is so hopeless. 

In the Ghetto there are 
practices that are bad, one 
of which is the early 
marriages: the girls leave 

in order 
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Good Children” in Sandanski

presents the Mother Center 
The Roma quarters here in Sandanski 
have two parts, one where there is a mix 
with non-Roma. This is where I live. 
There is another part with just Roma 
that is really a slum, a ghetto. 
It is a hopeless place without a future. 

Every time I come there I need time to 
recuperate it is so hopeless. 
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Good Children” in Sandanski-Bulgaria

the Mother Center  
The Roma quarters here in Sandanski 
have two parts, one where there is a mix 

Roma. This is where I live. 
There is another part with just Roma 
that is really a slum, a ghetto. 
It is a hopeless place without a future. 

Every time I come there I need time to 
recuperate it is so hopeless.  
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Bulgaria 

 
The Roma quarters here in Sandanski 
have two parts, one where there is a mix 

Roma. This is where I live. 
There is another part with just Roma 
that is really a slum, a ghetto. 
It is a hopeless place without a future.  

Every time I come there I need time to 

 



Tony tells why the group started 

The perspective of 
is street sweeping f
women. 
the most
part of construction
That is what the children 
see as a work perspective.

Many children did not know 
their birthday.
case for celebration anyhow.

tells why the group started 

The perspective of a caree
is street sweeping for

 The Roma men
the most dirty and heavy 
part of construction work
That is what the children 
see as a work perspective.

Many children did not know 
their birthday. That was not a 
case for celebration anyhow.
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The lack of education is passed to the 
next generation because the children 
need to work. 
support the children in their schoolwork
Many of the 
Center cannot go to school they say
because they need to work.

career 
r the 

men do 
heavy 
work. 

That is what the children 
see as a work perspective.

 

In our
a different life is possible

Many children did not know 
That was not a 

case for celebration anyhow. 

 

we try to 
celebration back into life
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a Mother Center 

The lack of education is passed to the 
next generation because the children 
need to work. We try to counter that and 
support the children in their schoolwork
Many of the children

nter cannot go to school they say
because they need to work.

our Center we show
a different life is possible

try to bring joy and 
celebration back into life
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Mother Center in Sandansky

The lack of education is passed to the 
next generation because the children 

We try to counter that and 
support the children in their schoolwork

children in our Mother 
nter cannot go to school they say

because they need to work. 

Center we show
a different life is possible

bring joy and 
celebration back into life
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support the children in their schoolwork 
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a different life is possible. 

 
bring joy and 

celebration back into life 



"Good Mother

 

 

The Mother Center is not just a place, it is a spirit, a feeling. It is sharing a 
coffee. Much happens also outside the Mother Center, we help each other

 

"The Mother Center 
 

"Good Mother–Good Children” in Sandanski

The Mother Center is not just a place, it is a spirit, a feeling. It is sharing a 
coffee. Much happens also outside the Mother Center, we help each other

The Mother Center 
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Good Children” in Sandanski

 

 

 
In our 
was always something to eat, 
there was always joy.

The Mother Center is not just a place, it is a spirit, a feeling. It is sharing a 
coffee. Much happens also outside the Mother Center, we help each other

The Mother Center is inside of me, it is an attitude"
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Good Children” in Sandanski

In our Mother Center there 
was always something to eat, 
there was always joy.

The Mother Center is not just a place, it is a spirit, a feeling. It is sharing a 
coffee. Much happens also outside the Mother Center, we help each other

is inside of me, it is an attitude"
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Good Children” in Sandanski-Bulgaria

Mother Center there 
was always something to eat, 
there was always joy. 

The Mother Center is not just a place, it is a spirit, a feeling. It is sharing a 
coffee. Much happens also outside the Mother Center, we help each other

 

is inside of me, it is an attitude"
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Bulgaria 

was always something to eat, 

 

The Mother Center is not just a place, it is a spirit, a feeling. It is sharing a 
coffee. Much happens also outside the Mother Center, we help each other 

 

is inside of me, it is an attitude" 



What the leaders tell about Mother Center 
 

What we do with the children 
is drawing and doing other 
creative work.

 

We talk and become friends,
 
 

 

We have activities 
 

 

What the leaders tell about Mother Center 
What we do with the children 
is drawing and doing other 
creative work. 

We talk and become friends,

have activities most 

  
IN THIS PROJECT WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
PARTNERS TO SUPPORT ROMA MOTHER 
CENTERS LIKE THIS ONE TO CONTINUE
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in life. Some do go to school 
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pens and other things they 
need for school. 
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age and possibilities, the one 
needed support in writing 
others in counting.
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The following message from the group in Sandanski
than anything else the strength and possibility of the Mother 
Center concept, but also its limitations.
Subject: Re: Mothercenter in Sandanski 
From: Antoaneta Kirirlova To: Andrea Laux, Kadrin Hasano
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Andrea,
Firstable
center
to stop
that we knew with sure was that we could not continue  on the same way.
At this
the same
gave 
thankfull for your support 
Integro of course. For now we do not know what to do. But we are 
calm and not
in Sandanski
the right
going
to make
the moment
the center.
us, it  
with future
 

I really feel your love and pain. But all these thing are part of our 
way. 
and meetings
more 

Mother Centers do 
but they cannot survive without any outside support

The following message from the group in Sandanski
than anything else the strength and possibility of the Mother 
Center concept, but also its limitations.
Subject: Re: Mothercenter in Sandanski 
From: Antoaneta Kirirlova To: Andrea Laux, Kadrin Hasano

Hello, Andrea and Kadrin!

Andrea, thank you for 
Firstable I want to share
center in Sandanski has

stop doing the activities
that we knew with sure was that we could not continue  on the same way.

this moment we are
same time we know
 us  the possibility

thankfull for your support 
Integro of course. For now we do not know what to do. But we are 
calm and not in hurry.

Sandanski but we are
right vision, aim, methods

going to wait until we 
make projects, plans
moment is to recognize
center. About the meeting
  will not be a problem
future activities. We

I really feel your love and pain. But all these thing are part of our 
 No matter what will
meetings with all 
 rich and wise. THANK
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The following message from the group in Sandanski
than anything else the strength and possibility of the Mother 
Center concept, but also its limitations.
Subject: Re: Mothercenter in Sandanski 
From: Antoaneta Kirirlova To: Andrea Laux, Kadrin Hasano

adrin! 

 your attention and
share with you our attitude

has not worked since
activities we did not know

that we knew with sure was that we could not continue  on the same way.
are not desperate. We

know that we did the
possibility to become wiser

thankfull for your support - to all women of  MINE famaly and to 
Integro of course. For now we do not know what to do. But we are 

hurry. We are not sure
are sure the we will
methods of work,
 have the true answer.

plans or activities. For
recognize the right base

meeting in Sandanski
problem to help or attend.

We need a time. 

I really feel your love and pain. But all these thing are part of our 
will be, the mother
of you and Integro,

THANK YOU. 
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The following message from the group in Sandanski
than anything else the strength and possibility of the Mother 
Center concept, but also its limitations. 
Subject: Re: Mothercenter in Sandanski - getting in contact 
From: Antoaneta Kirirlova To: Andrea Laux, Kadrin Hasano

and words of concerning
attitude to our situation.

since May 2015. When
know for how long.

that we knew with sure was that we could not continue  on the same way.
We realize our mistakes,

the best of us. The 
wiser and confident.  

to all women of  MINE famaly and to 
Integro of course. For now we do not know what to do. But we are 

sure that we have to
will continue only when

work, good possibilities.
answer. That is why
For us the most important
base and than to buld

Sandanski that you offered
attend.  But we do
  

I really feel your love and pain. But all these thing are part of our 
mother center and our
Integro, gave us so much
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The following message from the group in Sandanski shows better 
than anything else the strength and possibility of the Mother 

getting in contact  
From: Antoaneta Kirirlova To: Andrea Laux, Kadrin Hasano 

concerning and hope.
situation. Yes, the 
When we decided 

long. The only thing
that we knew with sure was that we could not continue  on the same way.

mistakes, but at 
 way we walked 
  And we all are 

to all women of  MINE famaly and to 
Integro of course. For now we do not know what to do. But we are 

to close the center 
when we have 

possibilities. And we are 
why we do not want
important thing at 
buld or to close 

offered to do, for 
do not want to tie

I really feel your love and pain. But all these thing are part of our 
our common work 
much that we are 
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Mainly, we will be working with local Roma activists and their partners in order 
to establish good relationships from the beginning. They get trai
support for making an action plan and for their work. They will also get a 
working budget to organise activities and start their own center.
process we reflect on our collaboration in order to extract lessons learned. 
We want to 
we want to establish three functioning Mother Centers in Bulgaria and re
establish the connection with key partners in Serbia by the end of the project.
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4) Action plan for Roma Mother Center Sandanski
5) Start up support for two new Roma Mother Centers
6) Prepar
7) Meeting i
8) Reporting evaluating defining follow up steps

“Sustainable Space for Participation & Engagement”

Mother Centers International Network for Empowerment 
Geschäftsstelle mine e.V. 

70176 Stuttgart, Germany

INTEGRO ASSOCIATION BULGARIA
Str. OSAM 4, Office 220 
phone/fax: +359/ 84/ 661 026 

This project is also possible thanks to the support of the 
State Ministry of Baden-Württemberg

Wagner-Straße 15
www.stm.baden-wuerttemberg.de

“Sustainable Space for Participation and Engagement” in a nutshell: 
ied existing Roma Mother Centers as well as those that disappeared
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cooperation and networking between the Roma m
Mother Center movement and to provide support in the start
Mother Centers in Serbia.

Mainly, we will be working with local Roma activists and their partners in order 
to establish good relationships from the beginning. They get trai
support for making an action plan and for their work. They will also get a 
working budget to organise activities and start their own center.
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We want to consolidate the partnership to enhance sustainability. In the end 
we want to establish three functioning Mother Centers in Bulgaria and re
establish the connection with key partners in Serbia by the end of the project.
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Field research to Serbia and Bulgaria 
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existing Roma Mother Centers as well as those that disappeared

order to formulate adaptations to the Mother Center model. We will be 
hose recommendations through different activities. 
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